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if greater and leſſer 


FFV Me _ 
ay x | On the 


Aleventb SECT. of Dr. D'avNAxrs 
late Boch of ES SAYS, Intituledl. 
2 AC E at Home, and W AR Abroad. 


In a LETTEF R to j Member of the Honourable Houſe 
| 4... + of Commons. W 


r | 
Earing you ſpeak of ſome the other Day, who you 

aid Were lately gone off, I was e to look I 

into Dr. D'avenant's laſt Book; but finding it very large, 
conſidering, what I judg'd, was the occaſion, I began and | 
ended 11th Sec. Of Religion and Liberty of Conſcience. There 
I met with what I thought 1 to Communicate to you, 
Buline S has hinder'd you from 

Peruſing the Author your ſelf. I know Sir, you have 
entertain'd a favourable Opinion of him, and ſome f 
his Works, which make me concern'd while I declare to 
a Perſon of your Sincerity and Stedfaſtneſs, that I verily 7 
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- gotry, or to repreſent them as one and the fame thing. 


0 o 


an. 
believe, the chief Opinions in this Eſſay, are either late- 
ly taken up, or Have been long Conceal'd: Though I 
will not fay theſe are the Doctor's . own avow'd Princi- 
ples ; God forbid I ſhould, he may have ftill a further 
Reſerve, or may have been unwarrily Betray'd by an 
Intended Apology for himſelf, into a Satyr again Reli- 


gion; and the Church of England. But Words myſt 
car their own Weight, and to be plain with you, I think the 
Eſſay cannot be clear'd from repreſenting all Religion as 4 


meer Engine of State, and the Church of England as not to 


be rraſted with a thorough Eſtabliſhment in England. 

The Eſſay begins with. an Obſervation, which, at firſt 
fight, in my Opinion, portended no good to Religion; 
it is, MachiavePs Obſervation, that the Greatneſs of Rome 
was chiefly owing to Nama's Care, in Seaſoning the Peo- 
ples. Minds with Religious Notions. Matchiavel's Deſign 
in His Obſervation is well known; and it is here pro- 

Ad without Reftritian or 'Limitztinn, with regard to 
the Principles he went upon, which methinks, became a 
Chriſtian Writer to do: I am ſure he need have Ex- 

reſs'd himſelf no otherwiſe than he has done, had he 
indeed intended to recommend Matchiavillian Policy. Now: 
if Religion be only Craft in the Governour, it can be lit- 
tle better in the Prieſt, and at beſt but Humour and De- 
luſion in the 3 our Author, I apprehend, has let 
drop an Expreſſion or two tending this way : Are Reli- 
gions (ſays he, p. 259.) true or falſe ſo ready to Reform, un- 
Fs hey are driven to it by ſome Motive or Impulſe more 
han ordinary? This is either to miſtake Religion for Bi- 


inions that owe their Being to bare Authority, and 
Imagination , are Naturally incorrigible ; where Reaſon 
bad nothing to do in the Choice, no wonder it q * 
cab clude 
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cludedthe Management; but a Religion founded in Truth, 
is of all things, in it ſelf, the apteſt to Reform, Where 
it needs a Reformation. But *tis poſſible he does not talk 
here abſtractedly of We, but of the Religious; and 
indeed he's pretty conciſe in his Characters of them, he 
declares. (p. 227.) There are fem Seperations from the Eſla- 
bliſh*d Religion of a Country, which had not their beginning 
from the Ignorance and V ices of the Prieſthood. Such Language 
as this (to let the Calumny paſs) has been look'd upon, 
in all other Authors that uſed it, as a Dart aim'd at Re- 
ligion, through the Side of its Miniſters, and I:don't find 
2 Author laying in Caution to exempt his own; 
alc. 757 4 | | {#7 
But theſe are only little Skirmiſhes, and! this way of 
Writing is grown ſo Common, that a Modiſh Author 
may hit upon't, without much Deſign ; and ſo I ſhou'd have 
thought our Eſſay-Writer had done, but that I find the 
main Body of his chief Argument pointed this way. It: 
is what he Pleads concerning the Expediency of your pre- 
ſent Bill to prevent Occaſional Conformity. The Reflecti- 
on. I am making does not engage me in the Merits of 
that Cauſe; you, I know have deliberately form'd, and 
ſettled your Jud ement upon it. But this I fear, that his 
Argument is no further concluſive, than as it is Founded 
on the Suppoſition that Religion is a paſſive Inſtrument f 
State; You will give me leave to ſhow itin both Shapes, 
asa Matchiavellian, and as a Chriſtian Argument. To which 
purpoſe, I may reaſonably ſuppoſe that the Eſſay cakes 
tor granted, the Practice of Occaſional Conformity to be 
in it ſelt, Hypocritical; this I may reaſonably Preſung, 
though he does not expreſly aſſert ſo much, becauſe in ſo 
Elaborate an Apology, he ſays not one word to defend the 
Practice in it ſelf, and becauſe he does ſuppoſe it Hypo- 
g „ critical, 
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ii (4): 
critical, (p. 242.) And laſtly, becauſe I believe Dr. Hue 
nunt underſtands the true State of the Caſe, here therefore, 
is in one Scale, a Practice Evil in it ſelf, the other he en- 
dea vours to lead with many Imaginary Inconveniences that 
may happen, and Diſturbances that may be given there- 
by to the State; or, as he modeſtly expreſſes it, 7 260.) 
Whether ſuch a Reſtraint upon Diſſenters will do good or hurt, 
is at leaſt, Dubious. Now, I ſay, upon ſuppoſition that 
our Religion is really the Revelation of God, and that by 
Him Kings Reign, and Princes Decree Juſtice, there is 
no Weight in this Argument; for if Id rantum poſſumus 
quod jure poſſumus; then it is not in the Power of any Go- 
vernment to Connive at, where it can annimadvert up- 
on the Publick and Notorious Breach of the Moral Lam f | 
God for any Temporary Inconvenience ' foreſee, muck: 
leſs Dubiouſiy ſuſpected ; tor Inſtance, Should they not Pu- 
niſha Lying Pamphleteer, Detected, and Convicted, only- 
for fear of diſobliging the Party he Lied for? Believe me; 
Sir 5 Hypocriſie is the worſt fore of 1 ying and Diſſimu 
lation with God the worſt fort of Hypocriſie. But what- 
ever Allowances: are due to the Frailty of all Humane 
Governours in particular Caſes, yet when the Caſe becomes 
National, and every Man has a Capacity of being Included 
in it; when, eſpecially by this means the Adminiſtration: 
of Juſtice it ſelf is enter d upon by the Door of Hypocri- 
| fie, what ſhall we fay to this caſe, if one part of the O- 
| riginal Inſtitution of Government makes it a Terror to Evil 
 Doers? Sir, you obſerve I ſpeak this upon the Doctor's own 
 Suppoſition.; for 1 hope all thoſe. of the Body, who are 
® inſt ſuch a Law, are, ſome way or other per{waded that 
the Practice of Occaſional Conformity is In it ſelf Inno- 


cent. 
| This 


65 
This then as a Chriſtian Argument will not do; but as tlie 
Matchiavellia® Argument, it has the uſual Strength and 
Ennergy of our-Author's Reaſoning. Here Government; 
the main End, is ſecured (I mean according to another ſup- 
poſition of his) and Religion, the ſubordinate means, laid 
aſide in ſuch Inſtances, wherein it caſually loſes its natural 
tendency to this End; it being highly reaſonable in this 
Caſe, that dubious, ill Conſequences upon the State ſhould 
out-ballance the moſt Pundamental Maxims of Religion. 
I know very well, that you, Sir, and many others are 
of Opinion that other Suppoſition of his is falſe; that Pub- 
lick Faith ought no more to be ſuffer*d to paſs Counterfeit- 
ed, than Publick Coin; and that for Natural Conſequen- 
ces on the well or ill-Being of the State, but I only 
crave leave to fay, That when Stateſmen do thus, in effect, 
Exclude God and his Laws from their Schemes of Govern-- 
ment, they may Eſſay all their Life-time on future Conſe- 
quences, as the preſent Juncture ſhall require; but I fear 
a Covernment fuppereod ooly by fulk faſlivuablc Notions, 
may ſometime or other be in danger of going out of Fa- 
ſhion with them. CP N = 
I muſt not Conceal it, that the Dr. talks elſewhere more 
Religiouſly; particularly, p. 218. he fays, there is not 4 
reater Sign of Imminent Ruin, than when God and his Mor- 
10 are deſpis d. I hope this was fpoken ſincerely, and there 
I muſt leave the Dr. to Reconcile the Matter; but ſtilßb L 
muſt ſay this may only be a piece of Compliance with, a. 
Vulgar mode of Speech; every Man has his God, but every 
Man does not mean the ſame thing by that Word; no Man 
ſpeaks more Reverently of God than Mr. Blount, and that 
his God was only Nature, and I wiſh our Authors be any 
thing more than Government. 8 iy 
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But hore I cannot forbear ſhowing you by the Way, how 


Conſiſtently this Scheme hangs together, p. 242, he puts 


this Plea into the Mouth of his Occaſional Conformiſt. If we 
Siu by Hypocriſie, there is a God to Inflith his Vengeance on 
ud. But p. 250. It is laid down as an ill Conſequence 
of Enacting this Law againſt ſuch Conformiſts, that 
meer Hypocrites will cromd in apace, Now theſe paſſages: 
put together will make a Noble Argument of it. Ihe 
conſtaut Conformiſt for a Place, (Who in his Heart is 
a Diſſenter) is guilty of an Hypocriſie which no Hu- 
mane Law can reach; and therefore the Legiſlative 
Power is bid to guard againſt him: The Occaſional 
Conformiſt (who is as much a Diſſenter as the other) 
is guilty of an N within the Cogniſance of Hu- 
d for that our Author will have him 

left to the Vengeance of God. 

He has been as unlucky in iſtancing as in Collecting, 


237. Henry III. of France, abating the Rigour of his 
Ws againſt IIC ZH,urtio, Gave , to wodonftarnd that 


as they were to fear no hurt, ſo they were to expett no Favour 
from him; He ſhut them out from the Management of - 45 
fairs, by à general Care in the Executive Power, & c. this 


perverted more from the truth in three. or four Tears, 


then all the Cruelty that had been before ſuggeſted , 
Prieſts , to him, &c. This Inſtance does 7 0 any 
was intended, for a Toleration; but the Miſchief of it 
is, it Pleads for a bare Toleration; nay aſcribes all the 
ood Effects to that Limitation, They were to expect no 
evour , Protection once granted, it's Natural for men 
to ſeek for Favour; and this wrought that Converſion 


without which Favour was zot to be gain'd. I wou'd 
undertake to maintain this Paſſage againſt all that fol- 


lows to the End of the Eſſay, both as a good, and as a 


Contradictory Argument. What 


e 
- What think you of another Argument to ſupport the Drs, 
Notion ? p. 254. The Diſſenters (excluded by your Bil!) 
will by 4 Perpetual — 7 their thoughts to buſintjs , 
grow Rich apace ; for wealth begets Reſpect, and much Pro- 
perty cannot be long without ſome Power , whereas, (he 
- ſhould have proceeded ) as the caſe now ſtands, they, 
good Men! are perpetually bent on the Publick Weal. 
But this, Sir, is not my Buſineſs with you now; I am 
next to let you know his Opinion of the Church of 
England. And indeed I cannot ſee how a juſt Diſcourſe, 
of the length of this Eſſay, could admit of an Invective 
againſt Perſecution from, p. 233. to p. 242. without ſup- 
poſing ours a .——m__y_.. Church. Next be pleas'd- to 
take the Character of thoſe Church Men who plead 
for an Eſtabliſhment of the Church, p. 234. But tho? 
| the Cauſe of God is thus pretended, is not the Corruption of 
Nature at the bottom of all this? Have not the beſt of 
24. A PD ̃ Ü „Lues th ars 
loath to take the pains of Subduing Setts and Hereſp's by 
their own ' Piety, Charity, devout Lives, painful Preaching 
and Holy Examples? And do they not _ to uſe Power 
and Force, the Arms of Fleſh, becauſe they are not ſtrong 
enough in Vertue to wield Spiritual Arms; and has not 
all this been the Original of Perſecution... I would only ask 
our Polititian, who ſees the length of ſo many Conſe- 
quences, whether, ſuppoſing the beſt of our Church 
en were very Samſons in Vertue, Sects and Hereſy's 
would be thereby Subdued? Yes ſure, for we were 
told before that there are few Separatious which had not 
their beginning from the Ignorance and Vices 5 the Prieſt- 
Hood. All this while there's no hard Word, or ill 
Language offer'd to the Sectary or Heretick ; he has 


* 


land. Now Sir, if you think there has been enough, and 


„ 


ao Thare of the Blame; I find, when a Diſputant Acts the 
Swiſs, it's eaſie to gueſs who's his Maſter. In the mean 


time, methinks this courſe Fare is but ill Dreſs'd up for the 
Court of Her Sacred Majeſty, who has had Experience, in 
her private Capacity, what ſome of the beſt of Men are; She 
will not, I verily believe be thus far Impos'd upon. 

The Inferiour Clergy fall next under his Laſh ; they, 
F. 227. Whenthe Check of their Biſhops is not upon them, are 
apt to run into Exceſſes of all Minds, and then almoſt all 
kind of Exceſſes are Charg'd upon them; which apt 
of theirs plainly demonſtrates that they are not Acted 
in any part of their Spiritual Function, by the Fear of God, 


or a Senſe of their Duty. Nay, as if a Church-Principle - 


were enough to Debauch a Lay-Man ; Looſe Livers is the 
univerſal Character of thoſe, who, in the late times of Re- 
bellion, fought for the Church. (p 218.) When thus in our 


Author's Sence, 'There is none that doth Good, no not one. L 
don't Wonder wo flud iv whole DA, of che Church nttere 


ly Corrupt in its Principles, as we have it, (p. 231.) They 
gave an Inſtance, that they did not think themſelves ſo Bound 
their Dottrine of Paſſive Obedience, but that they could ſhake 


it off, when they ſaw it made uſe of by their Sovereign, to in- 


troduce Arbitrary Power, and undermine Religion, Are ſuch 
Vitious, Debauch'd, Hypocritical, and Perjur d Wretches to 
be truſted, think you, with an Eſtabliſhment ? Or can there 


be Peace at Home, while they are ſuffered to Enjoy the com- 


mon Benefits of the Society? To finiſh this Character, he 
Addreſſes himſelf to all the Worthy Gentlemen of your 
Opinion in the Houſe. Tou will not be offended to hear 
what may be ſaid on the other. Side; Eſpecially when it comes 
rom one who has given ſo many Proofs of his firm Adherence, 
48 well to the Intereſt, as the Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 


100 
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* 
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much ſaid in the Effay, agnifiſt borh the Iatereſtpand: 
Doctrine of the Churth of England, you can Conſtrune 
this but one Way: And it muſt he confeſs d, that a Compi r 
is a well- qualified EvidengewCdCue . | 

I have Rak'd together no more 


: 
_ 


was requiſite to make you think as I do of the Eſſay. 


I have wonder'd ſome times why ſome Men could not 
change Sides, but they muſt. be giving the World the Rea- 
ſon of it; eſpecially When there is one obvious. Reaſon 
which ſuperceeds the neceflity of mw other: Such Apo- 
logies are generally Fruitleſs, their Friends know better 4 
things, their Enemies will believe none that are good of J 


them, and Standers-by will uy ſee their Play. 


But let others give you the true Reaſon, am only concern-- | 
ed our Author has not given a good one; and truly it moves 
me with Pity and Indignation to ſee an handſome Pen 
Proſtituted, juſt as it does to fee a Charming Woman 
Common. But I grow downright angry at thoſe Renega- 
doc, Who, at every turn wi de carrying Religion over” 
with IId, wiv Wouhd wuiake tlie Rule as Phant as the 
Conſcience, and perſwade the State that it cannot thrive 


but upon their own Deſpicable Trade; and in order 


to this, will needs ſettle the weighty Bulk of Govern- 
ment upon that Rotten Foundation of Self-Sufficiency. 


But you, Sir, I know, are not to learn your Sentiments 
of Church or State, either from Dr. D*avenant or me; 


you have made your {df Maſter of? ſuch Notions as will 
ſtand the Shock of all his turn'd Periods; and I am 
Convinc'd, you are not to be Frighted out of the Church. 
by the Loudeſt Out-cries he can make. Next, to be 
004, is to be Stedfaſt; there cannot be much Vertue- 
without both, and God knows then how little there is 

i amongſt. 
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